Richards, Matthew H-106

ENGLISH IV—SYLLABUS 2022-2023
Course Description

Prerequisite: English III
Grade: 12
Students enrolled in English will focus on five curricular strands: 

· Reading, where students read and understand a wide variety of literary and informational texts; 

· Writing, where students compose a variety of written texts with a clear controlling idea, coherent organization, and sufficient detail; 
· Research, where students are expected to know how to locate a range of relevant sources and evaluate, synthesize, and present ideas and information; 
· Listening and Speaking, where students listen and respond to the ideas of others while contributing their own ideas in conversations and in groups; and 
· Oral and Written Conventions, where students learn how to use the oral and written conventions of the English language in speaking and writing. 
Students will continue to address earlier standards as needed while they attend to standards for their grade. English IV emphasizes the works of British authors from each major literary period and other works thematically related in order to develop reading and writing necessary for beyond high school.
At-A-Glance

	Nine Week Period
	Unit Name

	1st Nine Weeks
	Building the Literacy Community 

	
	Author’s Craft: Literary Structures

	2nd Nine Weeks
	Author’s Craft: Language

	
	Inquiry: Author’s Craft

	3rd Nine Weeks
	Author’s Craft: Informational Text and Inquiry

	
	Author’s Craft: Argumentative Text and Inquiry

	4th Nine Weeks
	Independent Reading: Book Clubs 

	
	Independent Writing: Writer’s Choice 


Synopsis of Periods we will cover the year in English IV: If anything changes, I will let you know.

•
Anglo-Saxon Period (Old English) 449-1066

•
Medieval Period (Middle English) 1066-1485

•
Elizabethan Period (Renaissance/Early Modern English) 1485-1660

•
Restoration & Enlightenment 1660-1798 (Seventeenth Century 1625-1700)

•
Eighteenth Century 1700-1798

•
Romantic Period 1798-1832

•
Victorian Period 1832-1900

•
Contemporary Voices-Twentieth & Twenty-First Century British Literature & Varied Nonfiction
Course Focuses

Writing—Each semester, there will be at least two (2) process-writing pieces, essays taken through the writing process. In addition, students will be required to complete various short writings and in-class timed writings in connection with literature and other sources. Students are expected to actively seek to improve their writing with every assigned task and with independent study related to areas where growth is needed. 
Vocabulary—Students will study vocabulary primarily through mastery of the words from a list of words used to describe tone. We will also discuss and students will be responsible for vocabulary encountered in reading assignments. Hopefully, students will realize that building vocabulary will improve reading comprehension and writing. Students should expect weekly quizzes and one or more larger cumulative tests each marking period.

Reading— StudySync and The Write Source are the two texts used for the class. Both of them are accessible online via 1Link, and students will receive login information early in the semester. Students will also read a wide assortment of readings from newspapers, magazines, and other non-fiction, current sources.
· Independent Reading: Focus will be on developing reading as a life-long skill. Students will be expected to self-select texts on an on-going basis. Students will use their independent readings to springboard writing, steer in-class discussions, and be the foundation for oral and visual presentations.

· Current Issues: Students are required to visit some news source daily/weekly (newspapers in print or online, watch television broadcasts, etc.). Students should be reading weekly on a variety of topic/subjects independently in addition to assigned readings in the class. Many websites, such as Refdesk.com, have an abundance of information, so I am asking students to focus on the BIG stuff, such as politics, world news, major national headlines. To make this a regular part of your routine, each student is asked to download and use one of the many news apps available for smartphones (CNN, BBC, Associated Press, PBS, CSpan, to name a few). 
In-Class Assignments:  Students will be given timed assignments daily and will be required to complete the assignment in the time allotted.  The purpose of having timed assignments is to ensure that the entire class period is used effectively.  Timed assignments also prepare students for the SAT and ACT examinations, college and real-world readiness.    

Outside Assignments:    Students will be given an ample amount of time to complete all outside novel readings and projects.  Because these projects are usually worth multiple daily / major grades, students will be required to sign notifications of the assignment and receipts of the instructions where necessary.  

Grading Policy: As indicated in the Student Handbook the nine weeks’ grade will be made up of the following:  


50% = Major grades (minimum of three required per six weeks)


50% = Daily grades (minimum of six required per six weeks)

Daily grades include reading quizzes, the class journal, presentations, discussions, in-class writing, etc. Major grades include vocabulary quizzes, compositions, tests, novel journals, etc.

Classroom Management: Seniors especially are expected to behave appropriately in class and follow all school rules as detailed in the Student Handbook. The “Step Procedure” will be followed in dealing with discipline problems. Parents will be contacted as soon as possible concerning serious discipline problems. It is expected that a serious and positive learning environment will encourage students to be responsible for themselves and for their work. It is also expected that a student-centered classroom with active participation by and interaction among students and the teacher will be consistently achieved.
Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty or academic misconduct is any type of cheating that occurs in relation to a formal academic exercise. It can include, but is not limited to: 

Plagiarism: The adoption or reproduction of original creations of another author (person, collective, organization, community or other type of author, including anonymous authors) without due acknowledgment.

Fabrication: The falsification of data, information, or citations in any formal academic exercise.

Deception: Providing false information to an instructor concerning a formal academic exercise—e.g., giving a false excuse for missing a deadline or falsely claiming to have submitted work.

Cheating: Any attempt to give or obtain assistance in a formal academic exercise (like an examination) without due acknowledgment.

Bribery: or paid services. Giving certain test answers for money.

Sabotage: Acting to prevent others from completing their work. This includes cutting pages out of library books or willfully disrupting the experiments of others.

Academic Dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Students who are academically dishonest will receive a grade of zero for that assignment and an administrative referral.  

Honor Code: When a student signs his/her name to any assignment, he/she is stating that the assignment is his/hers alone and that he/she has neither sought nor accepted help, other than that explicitly permitted by the teacher, on the assignment. A student may never copy anyone’s work or have anyone dictate any part of an assignment to him/her. Furthermore, when a student discusses an assignment in class, gives an oral report, or writes a composition, he/she tacitly states that he/she has read the work(s) he/she writes about or discusses.

 To write about or discuss a work without reading it constitutes a violation of the Honor Code.

Attendance

Attendance and Make-up—All students are required and expected to be on time and attend class every day. When students are absent, it is the responsibility of the student to retrieve assignments from the Make-up work station and/or ask for missed work, not the teacher’s responsibility.  Failure to do so in a timely fashion, which is one day allowance per day missed (district policy), will result in subsequent zeroes. For a more detailed description of the District Attendance Policy, please refer to the district website www.fortbendisd.com.
Assignments with pre-set due dates are due on that date, barring special circumstances or unforeseen situations! The student has the responsibility to immediately initiate a discussion about such situations with the teacher. Depending on the circumstances, the teacher may choose to grant an extension with or without a late penalty. Advanced notice and completion of work prior to any anticipated absence is especially desirable. Students may also have someone turn in the work on the due date in his/her absence. 

Missed major tests should be made up on the following Monday after an absence or as soon as possible. Students should report to H106 after school by 3:10 pm with appropriate materials.  
Supplies

· Black/Dark Blue Ink Pens (Use this color to complete major assignments submitted for grading.) 

· Red, blue and green or purple colored Ink Pens

· Composition Notebook (You will write almost everything in this book!)
· Highlighter (or colored pencils)
· Index cards

· Lined paper

· Laptop or computer everyday (cell phones may be used for some tasks as necessary), but students will have to hand their phone to me at the door unless we are doing something specifically with the cell phones.  
· School email/Office 360 account…A Working email address (I periodically send emails about scholarships and other tidbits of information that I think students will find interesting. I also use this to send assignments and as a means to communicate with individuals about particular assignments and class performance.)

· Turnitin.com: You will be required to submit assignments online. Use the code for your class period and enroll on www.turnitin.com. You must have your own email address to create an account (use school email where possible), or login to your existing account and enroll in this class. Class ID and Enrollment Key will be shared in class.
Major grade assignments and any daily assignments to be graded should be written in black unless otherwise stated. Other daily assignments may be written in any color INK but not pencil. 
You may use pencil to revise drafts, annotate passages, and complete multiple-choice activities.

My conference period is eighth period, and my number is _________________You or you parents may also email me at matthew.richards@fortbendisd.com if necessary. 
Online Expectations: Please refer to the sections in Schoology for Online Learning Procedures.

Please have your parent review the syllabus hardcopy or online and complete the next page. Take a picture of the page to upload into Schoology and to keep for your records.
I am happy to be your teacher for your last high school English class! 

Complete in black or dark blue INK.

Print Student Name _________________________________________
Class Period _________






(Print Legibly)

Below is a re-cap of the Parent Essential Items and Expectations sheet 

(DON’T FORGET TO DETACH PAGE 5 AND KEEP IT FOR FUTURE REFERENCES AND REMINDERS)

Essential Items and Dates in the Syllabus:

· Student must have their supplies by Friday, August 20th 

· For all outside readings (books / novels), students/parents are responsible                                                  for checking out / purchasing texts prior to when scheduled reading begins.

Parent / Guardian Expectations for Student Support:

· Regularly monitor your student’s academic progress in Skyward.

· Check your provided e-mail address and Skyward and Schoology platforms regularly for notifications about the course and your student’s progress.
· E-mail me directly at matthew.richards@fortbendisd.com 

· For parent-teacher conferences, you must schedule a conference with our counseling department at 281-634-2467 or 281-634-1423

By signing below, you are acknowledging that you have received, read and understand the course syllabus and parent expectations for English IV.  

____________________________________________


___________________



Print Parent / Guardian Name




Date

________________________________________



__________________



   Parent / Guardian Signature




Date
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